
 September 24, 2017                                          Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Parish Office:                                       Telephone:  732-291-0272 

103 Center Avenue                               FAX:           732-291-4982 

Atlantic Highlands, NJ 07716             Email:         church@olph-sta.org 

Hours: 9am-4pm M-F                       Website:      www.olphstagnes.org 

Closed for Lunch 12-1pm       Nights & Weekends: If you have an emergency requiring a priest, please call  

          848-667-2129 

Rev. Fernando A. Lopez, Pastor  

Ext. 112 

pastor@olph-sta.org 

 

 

Msgr. Cajetan Salemi, Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Joseph Quinlan, Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Raymond Rainville 

Deacon Robert Johnson 

 

Mr. Kevin Connelly, Director of Religious Education 

732-291-0272 Ext. 121 

reled@olph-sta.org 

 

Mrs. Karen Frank, Parish Secretary 

Ext. 110 

kfrank@olph-sta.org 

 

Mrs. Kathy Post, Bookkeeper  

Ext. 117 

kpost@olph-sta.org 

 

Mrs. Patti Dickens, Business Manager  

pdickens@olph-sta.org 

Ext. 115 

 

Mr. Daniel Neff, Music Director 

732-291-0272, ext. 123 

 

Dominican Sisters of Hope 

Convent: 732-291-8246 

  

Sister Teresa Paul Heinke, O.P 

Sister Monica Socinski, O.P. 

 

 

BAPTISMS: Baptisms are held on Sundays  at both Churches. 

Baptisms will be held on the 1st & 2nd Sundays at St. Agnes 

Church following the 11:45 Mass and the 3rd & 4th Sundays at 

OLPH Church following the 9:30am Mass. Parents must be 

registered and active in the parish for at least three months 

before scheduling a baptism. Godparents must be eligible 

under Canon Law. 

Please call Kathy Post in the rectory office for more infor-

mation.  
 

RECONCILIATION: Saturday from 3-3:45pm at OLPH 

Church,  and 4-4:45pm at St. Agnes Church or call the rectory 

office for an appointment. 
 

WEDDINGS: Please call Kathy Post  at ext. 117 in the rectory 

office for more information. 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Mon. Wed. Fri.  7:00am      St. Agnes Church 

Tues. Thur.  8:00am      OLPH Church 

 

Saturday Morning 8:00am      OLPH Church 

   Novena to Our Lady of  

   Perpetual Help follows  

 

       

Saturday Evening 4:00pm     OLPH Church 

   5:00pm     St. Agnes Church 

 

Sunday   7:30am     St. Agnes Church 

    9:30am     OLPH Church 

             10:30am      St. Agnes Church 

             11:45am      St. Agnes Church 



2  

599 

  

   Padre Pio-September 23 

 

Pio (Francesco Forgione) was born to Mamma Peppa and Grazio Forgione in the little town called 
Pietrelcina, in Southern Italy, during the month of flowers, May 25th 1887.  He was fifth of eight children. 

His Mamma Peppa confided he was different from other boys: “he was never impolite or misbehaved”. He had celestial vi-
sions and diabolical oppressions from the age of five years and he saw and spoke with Jesus and Our Lady and with his 
Guardian Angel, but unfortunately this heavenly life was interwoven with hell and with the devil. 

In 1903, Discipline and ill health had been woven together to crown the youth of Pio. Doctors diagnosed him as consumptive 
and were sure he would die. Strong in spirit Pio received the Capuchin Franciscan garb initialling religious life and therefore; 
Noviciate with its intense study, prayer, austerity, penance and finally vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience. 

In 1909, we find him at Pietrelcina because of his illness, at his mother’s side. Now another intense chapter of extraordinary 
life opens with mystical afflictions an invisible stigmata and terrible battles with devils that wanted to destroy him began. Yet, 
“It all happened here”, he said, his whole future was prepared here.  On  August 10, 1910,  he was ordained  a Priest in the 
Cathedral of Benevento. 

In 1916, we find him in the church of San Giovanni Rotondo, soon to become his Jerusalem, with the mystical and historical 
Calvary of Gargano, where he was soon recognized as the “saintly friar” by the locals. Here he became a “victim of love”, by 
the reparation for sin, propitiator and regenerator of the many crowds who flocked to him, to venerate his bleeding wounds 
of his hands and feet. This very important event occurred in Father Pio’s life on September 20, 1918,  while he was praying 
in front of a Crucifix located in the choir in the little old church, when a strange personage like an angel, gave him the stig-
mata. Those stigmata have been remained opened and bleeding for fifty years. This was one of the reasons for which doc-
tors, scientists, journalists and common people have gone to San Giovanni Rotondo for years, in order to meet the “Saintly 
friar “. 

In a letter dated October 22, 1918, Padre Pio told his experience of crucifixion: “... What I can tell you about my crucifixion? 
My God! What a confusion and what humiliation I feel when I try to show somebody else what you have done in me your 
scanty creature! It was the morning of the 20th. (September) and I was in choir, after the celebration of the Holy Mass, when 
a rest, similar to a sweet sleep surprised me. All the inside and external senses, as well as the same faculties of the soul 
were in an indescribable quiet. There was a depth silence around me and inside me; a peace overcame me and then it all 
happened in a flash I felt abandonment with the complete deprivation of everything. While all this was taking place, I saw 
before me a mysterious appearance, similar to the one I had seen on August 5th, differing only because His hands, feet and 
side were dripping blood. The sight of Him frightened me: what I felt at that moment is indescribable. I thought I would die, 
and would have died if the Lord hadn’t intervened and strengthened my heart, which was about to burst out of my 
chest!  The appearance disappeared and I became aware that my hands, feet and side were pierced and were dripping with 
blood”. You can imagine the torment that I experienced then and that I am almost experiencing every day. The wound of the 
heart assiduously bleeds, particularly from the evening of Thursday until Saturday. My God, I die of pain, torment and 
confusion that I feel in the intimate of the soul. I am afraid I’ll bleed to death!  I hope that God listens to my moans and 
withdrawals this operation from me... “ 

He usually woke up in the early morning (we could say at night) in order to get himself ready for the Holy Mass. In fact, every 
morning, at 4 a.m. there were always hundreds and sometimes even a thousand people waiting for the door of the church to 
open. After the Mass he used to spend most time of his day in prayer and confessions.  After fifty years of stigmata he died 
September 23, 1968, thus he closed his mission of the Heart’s desire, with the real cross and the real crucifixion of his body. 

Then, for years, from every part of the world, the believers went to this stigmatised priest, to get his powerful intercession 
from God. Fifty years lived in the prayer, in the humility, in the suffering and in the sacrifice, whether to effect his love, Padre 
Pio had two initiatives in two directions: the vertical one toward God, with the constitution of the “Groups of prayer”, the 
horizontal one toward his suffering community, with the construction of a modern hospital: “House Relief of the Suffering.” 

In September 1968, thousands of devotees and Padre Pio’s spiritual children were assembled in conference at St. Giovanni 
Rotondo to commemorate together the 50 anniversary of the stigmata and to celebrate the fourth international conference of 
the Prayer Groups. Nobody would have imagined that at 2:30 a.m., September 23, 1968 we the earthly life of Father Pio of 
Pietrelcina would end. 
 
catholicwebservices.com 
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Weekly:        9/10/17 $ 10,938.00 
Catholic U :     $   1,608.00 

Weekly:  9/17/17 $ 10,177.00 
Cath. Schools:   $   2,124.00 
     

 
 

 
LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

Saint Agnes Church 
 

Saturday, September 30, 2017 5:00 pm 
Lectors: Bob Afanasewicz, Barbara Torgersen 
Extraordinary Ministers: Jeanne Archibald, 
Maureen Pitman, Carolyn Millevoi, Kim Kolb 
Altar Servers: Michael DelDuca, Aidan Torre, 
Manny McPolin 
 
Sunday, October 1, 2017 7:30am 
Lectors: Irene Vande Woude, Andrea O’Boyle 
Extraordinary Ministers: Mary Goode, Mary 
Flynn, Tom & Karen Gaffey 
Altar Servers: Alex & Amalia Goushy 
 
Sunday, October 1, 2017 10:30am 
Lectors: Kathryn Trinidad, James Guerriero 
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda & Bob Sutton, 
Patti Shea, Pat Service 
Altar Servers: Gabby Mokrzycki, Hope & Tyler 
Lopusznick 
 
Sunday, October 1, 2017 11:45am 
Lectors: Joe Sacco, Karen Jenkins 
Extraordinary Ministers: Faye Sacco, Carin 
Burke, Steve Chece 
Altar Servers:  
 
 
 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 

 
 
Saturday, September 30, 2017 4:00pm 
Lector: Carol Bucco 
Extraordinary Ministers: Paul Muller, Cheryl 
Brocato 
Altar Servers: Austen & Landon Terrell 
 
Sunday, October 1, 2017 9:30am 
Lector: Marie Testa 
Extraordinary Ministers: Tricia Curtin, Joe 
Palmisano 
Altar Servers: Abby & Richie Hesterhagen 
 

  Bulletin Briefs 
 

“Only respect for life can be the foundation 
and guarantee of the most precious and essen-
tial goods of society, such as democracy and 
peace.” 
 
Pope John Paul II, Evangeleum vitae, 1995 Libreria 

Editrice Vaticana 

 

 
 
Sanctuary Light:  
The Sanctuary Light at Saint Agnes Church this 
week is for  Gene  Murray requested by Mary & fam-
ily. 
The Sanctuary Light at OLPH Church this week is 
for Shirley O’Brien requested by Richard & Mary 
Catherine. 
 
Flag: This week the flag is flown at OLPH in  
honor of   Harry J. Fitzpatrick. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a new statue on the grounds at St. Agnes 

Church.  A statue of Padre Pio has been donated to 

the parish by Mr. Vito Faraci. 

The statue is located on the convent property. 
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Saturday 9/23 4:00pm OLPH Church 

  In Thanksgiving  (Tony & Toni Micko) 

 

  

  5:00pm Saint Agnes Church 

  Trisha Bumbico Burbank (Cindy C. Wilson  

  & Sons) 

  Special Intention (Alan Tedesco) 

   

Sunday    9/24 7:30am Saint Agnes Church 

  Dorothy Loftus (Cindy C. Wilson & Sons) 

  Carmena C. Pansullo 

 

  9:30am OLPH Church 

  Mike Schoales (Mary Schoales) 

  Mandy Schmidt (Theresa Coppola & Wanda 

  Ziobro) 

 

 

               10:30am Saint Agnes Church 

  Marie Gagliano (The Heck’s) 

  Richard J. Bakos (Anne Miller) 

     

                        11:45am Saint Agnes Church 

  Ed Zentar (Ginny Czarnecki) 

  David Abair (Corneliusen Family) 

   

Saturday 9/30 4:00pm OLPH Church 

  Bill Grouse (Frank Rahm) 

 

  5:00pm Saint Agnes Church 

  Paul Mercadante (Penny) 

  John Kilmovich (Dan & Judy Smith) 

 

Sunday  10/1 7:30am Saint Agnes Church 

  Dorothy Loftus (Sheila Dwight) 

  David Tobin (Denise) 

 

  9:30am   OLPH Church 

  Earl Williams (Ellen Williams) 

  David Abair (Adrienne Belicose & Family) 

 

  10:30am Saint Agnes Church 

  Joanna Restiano (Elaine & Scott) 

  Theresa Bakos (Anne Miller) 

  

  11:45am  Saint Agnes Church 

  Gloria Notarnicola (Family) 

  Ed Zentar (St. Agnes Seniors) 

Weekend Mass Intentions 

 

Monday  9/25 7:00am Saint Agnes Church 

   Bruce Kurtz (John & Mary Flynn) 

   James Cincotta (Special Intention)  

   (Friends) 

 

Tuesday   9/26 8:00am OLPH Church  

   Gene Murray (Mary & Family) 

        

Wednesday         9/27 7:00am St. Agnes Church 

   John Meany (John & Mary Flynn) 

 

Thursday  9/28 8:00am OLPH Church 

   Leon & Rae Essayan (Estate) 

        

Friday   9/29 7:00am Saint Agnes Church 

   Roseanne DiSanto (Husband, Gene) 

 

Saturday  9/30 8:00am OLPH Church 

   Joseph Smith (Estate)  

Weekday Mass Intentions 

Experience the "Joy of the Gospel!" Tune 
into Catholic Radio 89.3FM, download the 
free Domestic Church Media app and sub-
scribe to our podcasts, or listen live online 
@ www.DomesticChurchMedia.org. 

On Sept. 15, Bishop David M. O’Connell, C.M., sent the 
first of two checks for Hurricane Harvey relief efforts to 
the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. That check, 
totaling $351,672.81, was made possible by the gener-
osity of the faithful of the Diocese of Trenton during a 
special collection at Masses on Sept. 2 and 3.   As of 
Sept. 18, the people of the Diocese of Trenton had con-
tributed a total of $502,198 to Hurricane Harvey relief 
efforts. A second check will be sent to the Archdiocese 
of Galveston-Houston with the remaining 
amount.   “With these gifts from the faithful of the Dio-
cese here, comes our prayers for your good people and 
for speedy recovery from the devastation you have ex-
perienced,” Bishop O’Connell wrote in a message to the 
archdiocese’s Cardinal Daniel DiNardo. “We remember 
all too well such catastrophe as a result of Hurricane 
Sandy here some few years ago.  We offer you these 
contributions with great love and compassion.   “May 
God be with you and your people.”    

http://www.domesticchurchmedia.org/
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Counters Schedule 
 

OLPH: Week 1 

Tricia Curtin 

Sheila Brown 

Tom Snow 

 

St. Agnes: Week 1 

 

 

 

Please contact Karen at 732-291-0272, ext. 

110 in the rectory office to add or remove 

someone from the prayer list. 

 

As a parish we have been called upon to pray for all, 

in particular we pray for the following: 
 

Rachel Kovach, Mary McDede, Mary Ann Sims,  Judy Tee-

ple, Mary Larsen, Lucille Anthony,  Timothy La Vopa,  

Rich Everett,  Melissa Giunta, Sue Calise, Jamie Calise , 

Margaret Burke,  Catherine Adamo-Tawil, Tommy Welch , 

Al Kirk, Doris Hodgkiss-O’Neill, Lorraine Padula, Joseph 

Hohenleitner , Louis Boyle,  Maureen & Joseph Gallo, 

Bonnie Osborne,  Michael Carloni,  Justin O’Neil, Cathe-

rine Natoli , John Bracchi, Thomas Welch, Sr., Mitch 

Halprein, Mike Doherty,  Jean Gillmann, John Dugan, Rosa 

Davis, John Brandon, Genevieve Comerford, Bob Kearney, 

Sister Teresa Paul, Gary Slater, Kevin Mulvaney, Anthony 

Velazquez, Joanna Kearney, Arden MacPhee, Jane Hal-

leran , Christopher Falzone, Jonathan Carloni ,  Dean New-

man, Samantha McGrail, Pat Phair, Ruth Halpin, Georgette 

Abke, Jennifer Woods Efremov,  Kathleen Marion, Dennis 

Mac Quilken , Jason Daggett, Donald Finan, Susan Mur-

phy, Dolores Ciano, Joan Byrne, Dennis Dougherty,  Ray 

McCarthy,  Jacob Linky, Ida Tkoch, Tom Hunt, Frank Di-

maira, Anthony Bucco, Corey Jensen, Chris Hansen, Diane 

Sheehan , John Urbanski,  Olga Peterson, Carl Cosentino , 

Marie Carrino, Alessandra Giunta, Kevin Connelly, Terry 

Hardiman , Ruth Cameron,  Ralph Aquino III, Demedra 

Tampasis, David Convery,  Janice Merker, Debra D’Ales-

sio , Joseph Mocik, Josephine Luber, Jeffrey DeSimone, 

Bob Rauen, Anita Sullivan,  Kevin & Ryan, Ralph Aquino, 

Jr. , Amelie Courtney, Tom Tuite, Sr., Maureen Hrbek, Net-

tie Dubois, Corina Pauta, Joann Thurston Bucco, Bill 

Maguire, Charise Renner, Donna Kuntz, Nolan Pereless, 

Carol Dold,  Marie Abeel, Toni Micko, Anthony Micko , 

Joan Walling, Tom & Virginia Mohan and Janet Grasso. 

                                          

 Week at a Glance 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, September 24, 2017 
Giving Weekend 
CCD 9-10:15am 

HNS Continental Breakfast 
Ave Maria Shop Open 

Communion Breakfast Tix at Masses 
 

Monday, September 25, 2017  
Knitters 

CCD 4:30-5:45 
Youth Group 6:45pm-PC 

K of C Rosary 7pm-OLPH School 
 

Tuesday, September 26, 2017 
CCD 6:15-7:30pm 

Confirmation Parent Meeting 6:30pm-MTRS 
 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 
SAC Choir 7:30pm 

OLPH SVDP Meeting 6:30pm-CH 
 

Friday, September 29, 2017 
Italy Trip Meeting 3pm-SAC CH 

 
Saturday, September 30, 2017 

Communion Breakfast Tix at Masses 

 

Lord God, Almighty Father, 
creator of mankind and author of peace, 
as we are ever mindful of the cost paid for the liberty we pos-
sess, 
we ask you to bless the members of our armed forces. 
Give them courage, hope and strength. 
May they ever experience your firm support, gentle love and 
compassionate healing. 
Be their power and protector, leading them from darkness to 
light. 
To you be all glory, honor and praise, now and forever. 



6  

599 

Weddings: 
The Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help-

Saint Agnes follows the Common Policy of 

the Diocese of Trenton. Engaged couples 

must schedule their weddings at least one 

year in advance in order to properly prepare 

for the Sacrament. All couples must attend a 

Pre Cana Workshop. Please contact Kathy 

Post in the rectory office for more infor-

mation. 

 

 

Holy Hour: 

Holy Hour takes place at Saint Agnes Church 

on the third Sunday of the month from 2-

3pm. 

 

Rosary: 

There is Rosary recitation at St. Agnes 

Church 6:30am Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday before the 7am Mass.  

OLPH Church has rosary recitation Tues-

day , Thursday and  Saturday at 7:30am and 

on Sundays at 8:30am. 

 

Novena: 

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help is 

held on Saturday mornings at 8am at OLPH 

Church 

 

Youth Group 
The Saints by the Sea is our parish Youth 

Group open to students in grades 6-12. We 

meet on Monday evenings from 6:45-8:30 in 

the Parish Center.  

For more information, please contact Rebecca 

Porskievies at saintsbythesea@gmail.com  

First meeting is Monday, September 25th!  

 

 

RCIA 

The responsibility for evangelization and ed-

ucation properly belongs to all baptized 

Christians through the Rite of Christian Initi-

ation for Adults, commonly known as RCIA. 

Adults who want to become Catholic or 

haven’t received all of their Sacraments of 

Initiation (Baptism, First Holy Communion, 

Confirmation), are fully initiated into the 

Church through this Rite. Adults interested 

in learning more about RCIA, please contact 

the rectory office at 732-291-0272, ext. 110. 

 

Baptism Workshop: 

In order to schedule your child’s Baptism, 

parents  and Godparents must have attended 

a Baptism Workshop class within the last 

three years. Workshops are held on the sec-

ond Wednesday of the month  except for Ju-

ly and December. Please contact Kathy Post 

at 732-291-0272, ext. 117 for more infor-

mation. 

 

Funerals: 

The Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help-

Saint Agnes serves the bayshore area. We 

will guide you through the process, includ-

ing assisting you in choosing readings, mu-

sic, etc. Please contact Kathy Post in the rec-

tory office for more information. 

 

Bereavement Information: 

If you are having difficulty after experienc-

ing the loss of a loved one, we are here for 

you. Please contact Father Fernando in the 

rectory office. 

 

 



7  

599 

 

 

Thrift Shops 
 

OLPH-Saint Jude Thrift Shop 

151 Navesink Avenue 

Highlands, NJ 07732 

732-291-1417 

Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 9am-

3pm 

 

 
 

Saint Agnes Thrift Shop 

46 Avenue D  

Atlantic Highlands, NJ 07716            

732-291-2156 

Hours: Thursday, Friday, Saturday 9am-4pm 

 

 
 

 

Knights of Columbus 
 

Rev. Joseph Donnelly Council 

Contact: John Flynn 732-513-0196 

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of 

the month at 7pm in OLPH School, Room 

104. 

 

 
 

The Rev. Joseph J. Donnelly Council Knights 

of Columbus host a weekly Rosary in our 

meeting room in  OLPH School on Monday 

evenings at 7:00pm. All are welcome! Bring a 

friend! 

For additional information, please contact 

John Flynn at 732-513-0196. 

 

 

 

Holy Name Society 

The Holy Name Society meets the second 

Sunday of the month at 9:30am in the Church 

Hall. The Society is dedicated to the spiritual 

formation of its members. The Holy Name 

Society is involved in a number of Church 

activities; monthly Continental Breakfasts, 

and Annual Communion Breakfast. 

If you are interested in joining, please attend 

one of our meetings. 

 

 

Senior’s Club 

 

OLPH 

Bi-monthly trips to Atlantic City on the sec-

ond Tuesday of the month. 

 

Saint Agnes 

Monthly membership meetings are open to 

seniors of the community on the second 

Thursday of the month (Sept.-June) at 11am 

in the Church Hall.  

 

 

 

Knitting 

The Knitting Club meets every Monday 

morning from 9am-11:30am in the St. Agnes 

Church Hall. Everything we make is donated 

to  different charitable organizations such as 

Birthright, schools, nursing homes, veterans, 

etc. 

We  make baby hats that are given to babies 

as a memento of their Baptism. We also 

make baby blankets, baby sweaters, lap 

robes, adult & children’s hats and scarves. 

If you are interested in joining us, come 

down to the Church Hall any Monday morn-

ing. 
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Saint Vincent de Paul Society (SVDP)– 

OLPH & St. Agnes Conferences 

 
 On September 27, the Church celebrates the feast of 

St. Vincent de Paul, who knew that “God had sent him to bring 

good news to the poor.” Because of your gifts, the members of 

our parish’s St. Vincent de Paul Conferences continue his work 

and mission serving our neighbors in Highlands, Sea Bright, At-

lantic Highlands, Leonardo and Navesink. 

 

 There are many benefits being a member of SVDP in 

addition to the self-satisfaction of helping your neighbors.   We 

asked our members “why did you join and why do you con-

tinue to volunteer?” Here are some of their responses:  

• It makes me feel good. 

• I learn so much. 

• It is linked to the Gospel. 

• It takes my mind off my problems. 

• It helps those in our own community. 

• It is respectful, professional, faith in action. 

• It is gratifying to help people who have less. 

• It is help without strings. 

• I like being part of a group; closer to the church; more in-

volved. 

• It is doing the right thing. 

• I am more grateful for what I have when I see those in need. 

• I realize other people’s situations. 

• It is confidential, low profile, humble. 

• It is the job I always wanted and never had. 

• And finally, it is just plain joyful! 

 

 If you have a few hours that you could give each 

month, please call the OLPH Conference (helps neighbors in 

Highlands and Sea Bright) at 732-291-0272, ext. 120 or the St. 

Agnes Conference (helps neighbors in Atlantic Highlands, 

Leonardo and Navesink at 732-291- 0272, ext. 113.  The Con-

ference you call will return your call to answer your questions 

about joining us. 

  

 “No work of charity is foreign to the Society” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion for the Homebound 

Volunteers are available to deliver Communion to pa-

rishioners who are not able to attend Mass. Please call 

Father Carlo at ext. 122 in the rectory office to schedule 

a visit for a homebound or hospitalized parishioner. 

 

OLPH Food Pantry 

The OLPH Food Pantry serves the bayshore area. Hours 

are Sundays from 11am-12:45pm  and Monday evenings 

from 5:30-7:30pm. For further information, call the rec-

tory office at 732-291-0272, ext. 110. 

 

AACC Food Pantry 

Saint Agnes has been happy to participate for many years 

in providing food to the needy in Atlantic Highlands and 

surrounding communities through the dedication of the 

AACC Food Pantry.                                                                                                                             
 

Respect Life 

 
Next Sunday October 1st our Parish will celebrate Re-

spect Life Sunday with a Holy Hour for Life lead by Fa-

ther Fernando. 

The Holy Hour will take place at 2 p.m. in Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help Church. 

Please join us as we give thanks to Almighty God for His 

greatest gift – the gift of Life – and pray for a culture of 

Life from conception to natural death. 

“Only with prayer – prayer that storms the heavens for 

justice and mercy, prayer that cleanses our hearts and 

souls – will the culture of death that surrounds us today 

be replaced with a culture of life.”    *U.S. Catholic Bish-

ops. 

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR LIFE.  

 
 

Our Promise to Protect 
 

The Diocese of Trenton is committed to the initiatives 

outlined in the U.S. Bishop’s Charter for the Protection 

of Children and Young People in regard to the reporting 

of and investigation of sexual abuse allegations involving 

minors. 

If you have been sexually abused as a minor by a mem-

ber of the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic 

Church, or if you know of someone who was, you can 

report the abuse through the diocesan Abuse Hotline:  

1-888-296-2965 or via email at 

abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org. 

The Diocese of Trenton reports any allegations of sexual 

abuse to the appropriate law enforcement agencies. Any-

one with an allegation is also encouraged to provide that 

information to local law enforcement authorities. 
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+AMDG+ 

Do this in memory of me. 

 
   The obligation of going to mass every week is not my idea. It wasn’t a pope’s brainstorm, nor some 

holy roller’s suggestion. It comes to us directly from Jesus Christ. As children of God He expects us to 

live out the 10 Commandments, which include loving the Lord, our God, with our whole heart, soul and 

mind and keeping holy the sabbath day. Jesus thought it so important He offers up His body, blood, soul 

and divinity at every mass, inviting you to join Him on Calvary. Let’s be honest, when we choose not to 

go to Sunday mass we are not just saying no to our Church, we are saying “No” to our Savior. In other 

words, “I don’t want what you want for me.” 

   Foremost we go to mass to worship God. “But I can worship him in my own way,” you say. That’s 

nice, but not what Jesus commanded. While we learn many invaluable things from Jesus’ life, at the time 

of His death He only left us one actual thing: Jesus Christ gave to us His Catholic Church, a community 

for whom he died. (The New Testament came later.) Private prayer is good and necessary, but Christiani-

ty is not a private affair. We are called together as the Body of Christ known as the Catholic Church and 

our primary worship is public and communal. Attending together Christ’s death and Resurrection in Eu-

charist should be the source and center of our spiritual lives. It is a divine gift immeasurably important 

and good for us - whether we “sense it” at all times. 

   The mass brings us into the presence of Jesus in four ways: Through communion with each other; 

speaking to us via Scripture; acting in the person of the priest, and especially by intimate personal union 

in the Eucharistic. Joining with Christ, we give glory, honor and thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father. A 

good sermon, uplifting music, a holy priest and liking it are all desirable and should happen, but not es-

sential to our ability to worship. When we truly begin to understand that the mass is not about pleasing 

me, but about giving adoration to God, the experience of it being “boring” fades away. With patience, the 

right attitude and active participation, we come to love the mass. We no longer go because “I have to 

avoid mortal sin”, we go because “I want to, I need to.” It becomes obedience in its highest form, a self-

less act of love. In return there is peace, confidence, deep joy and spiritual strength provided to face all of 

life’s challenges. 

  It’s very clear the world does not value the mass nor a relationship with the Triune God as much as it 

does sports, leisure, material gain and so many other passing distractions. And let’s face it, it’s easy to 

fall into this trap. But in the strongest warning I can muster, one that I must continually try and heed my-

self, for the sake of our children, for the sake of your own self, for the sake of all human kind, we who 

have been so blessed to be baptized into the Body of Christ, His Church, we need to respond as sincere 

disciples of our Lord and Savior. Go to mass. Bring your family to mass every week. Open yourself to 

what God has in store for you and all His children. Not to do so would be a great injustice to the ones you 

love.  

(Faithful readers: Obviously you are attending mass. This is written to the many who are not here. I re-

peat this theme not only because it is needed, but in response to some of our families.) 

 

Kevin SD Connelly 

Religious Education Director 
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 News and Events 

Saint Agnes Seniors — Atlantic City Trip 

 

 

 
 

The St. Agnes  Senior Club is sponsoring a trip to                                                                                          

Bally’s  Casino in Atlantic City on Wednesday,  October 4th. The 

bus departs the Church parking lot 9am sharp and returns approx. 

6:30pm. Cost is $30 for members & $32 for non-members; vouch-

er return $30. For more information, call Marie Nolan at 732-768-

4503. 

If paying by check, please make check payable to OLPH-SA Par-

ish. Thank you! 

Spaghetti Dinner 

 

 

 
The Rev. Joseph J. Donnelly Knights of Columbus will be 

hosting a Spaghetti, Meatball & Sausage Dinner to benefit lo-

cal charities on Saturday, October 14th at 6pm in the OLPH 

Gym. 

Tickets are $15 per person or $18 at the door. Children under 

12 eat free. Please see any Knight for tickets, also available at 

the parish office.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Help Wanted 
 

Part time position available in the St. Jude Thrift 

Shop. Please contact the rectory office at 732-291-

0272, ext. 115 for more information. 

Volunteers are needed for both parish Thrift 

Shops. Please contact the rectory office for 

more information. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help-Saint Agnes Parish 

Annual Communion Breakfast 

 

Date: Sunday, October 15, 2017 

Time: 10:30am 

Place: Bahr’s Landing 

 

Adults: $20pp; Children under 12: $12.00 

 

Guest Speaker: Kevin Connelly  

 

Tickets are available in the back of the Church 

and the rectory office. 

Hunterdon Hills Playhouse Presents 

“Holiday Musical Revue” 
 

November 30, 2017 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
$85pp includes meal, show, gratuities and  taxes 

 

Depart 9:45am from St. Agnes Parking Lot 

Return 5-5:30pm 

 

Make checks payable to OLPH-SA Travel 

Contact Flo at 732-291-2570 

Rosary Altar Society 

 

 

 

“Pray the Rosary every day in order to obtain peace in 

this world.” Fatima May 13, 1917 

Please join the Rosary Altar Society as we celebrate the 

100th anniversary of Fatima. 

Rosary in the St. Agnes Grotto on Saturday, October 

14th at 10am. 

Mater Dei Mass of Remembrance 

 

Mater Dei alums, family and friends are invited to a 
Mass of Remembrance for deceased alumni, admin-

istration, faculty and staff. 

The Mass will be held on Saturday, September 30th 

at 11am at Mary, Mother of God Church in New 

Monmouth. A light reception will follow the liturgy. 

For more information, please contact Mari Kovach 
at deckhill@comcast.net. 


